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REMINDER OF PARISH RULES 

The Covid-19 task force (Bettina McBeth, Chris Cuttitta, Julie Haller, and Vicar Taylor 
Berdahl) have approved the following guidelines for safe worship practice. Thank you 
for showing love to your neighbors by following these rules. 

1.  MASKS ARE REQUIRED.  Please wear your own mask. 

2.  SOCIAL DISTANCING REQUIRED. Leave empty pews between 
people, and sit checkerboard fashion.  No one should sit directly behind or 
in front of anyone else.  There will be no greeters. 

3.  NO SINGING.  Singing causes us to expel the air in our lungs with 
force, it raises the risk of infection, masks or not.  

4.  NO PASSING OF THE PEACE.   Just pretend it is an extended flu season. 

5.  NO PHYSICAL PASSING OF ANYTHING.  Collection plates and 
bulletins are placed at the entrances/exits so there is no physical passing 
from one person to another. 

6.  We will have bulletins to use for the services so hymnals will not be 
required.  Please touch as little as possible when in your pews.   

7.  We will have communion with sealed, pre-packaged individual 
communion servings.  Directions for distribution will be shared at that 
time in the service. There will be trash receptacles at the exits for disposal. 

8.   Attendance will be taken at each church each Sunday.  Should an 
outbreak occur, the congregation can be notified.  If  anyone receives a 
positive test for COVID, please report it to the task force immediately. 

9.   Midweek usage of buildings. When entering a building, please use 
posted sign in sheets. If entering with someone who isn’t a member, please 
have them add their contact info.  Always clean frequently touched sur-
faces after use. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*Please stand as you are able 

(This worship service may be recorded by audio or video for distribution online. Please contact Vicar 
Taylor or a member of church council ASAP if you have privacy needs that need to be protected.) 

 
SPECIAL PRELUDE MUSIC sung by Layla Lang and Dayton Lang 
(Bethlehem Only) 

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

V:  Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, who forgives all our sin, whose 
mercy endures forever. 
C: Amen. 

V:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have squandered your 
bountiful gifts. We have considered the blessings of the harvest our 
due. We have been indifferent in planning and planting for the future 
needs of your church. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mer-
cy on us. Forgive us, cause gratitude to ripen in our hearts, and wisdom 
to mature in our minds, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.   Amen. 
 
V:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 
name of  Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. 

C: Amen. 
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GREETING  

V: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 

 

KYRIE: We pray for peace, O Lord  As a reminder there will be no  
congregational singing aloud allowed.  You are invited to enjoy the musical offerings of 
our designated leaders this Sunday, and encouraged to reflect and pray on the following 

lyrics. 
  

 Cantor 
 We pray for peace, O Lord, make plowshares of our swords, 
 make plowshares of our swords: hear us when we cry to you. 
 
 Assembly 
 Lord, have mercy on us, have mercy on us, Lord, 
 have mercy on us: hear us when we cry to you. 
 
 Cantor 
 Christ, make us grow in grace until we see your face, 
 until we see your face: hear us when we cry to you. 
 
 Assembly 
 Christ, have mercy on us, have mercy on us, Christ 
 have mercy on us: hear us when we cry to you. 
 
 Cantor 
 Defend your church, O Lord, and root it in your word, 
 and root it in your word: hear us when we cry to you. 
 
 Assembly 
 Lord, have mercy on us, have mercy on us, Lord, 
 have mercy on us: hear our cry. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

V: Let us pray... 

C: God, our provider, you grant us an abundant harvest so that 
your children throughout the world may be fed. Establish in us 
thankfulness and faithful stewardship, that we may return the 
first fruits of praise and use your gifts of field and livestock, tree 
and vine to fulfill the needs of the hungry and the sojourner; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 

 

 

FIRST LESSON: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
1The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating 
this proverb concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten 
sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says 
the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 
4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life 
of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 
  25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house 
of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When 
the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, 
they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they 
shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness 
they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save 
their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they 
shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is 
unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that 
are unfair? 
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30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to 
your ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your  
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from 
you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get  
yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of  
Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord 
God. Turn, then, and live. 

L: The Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-8 

L: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in 
 you; let me not be humiliated, nor let my enemies triumph over 
 me. 
C: Let none who look to you be put to shame; let the  
 treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 
 
L: Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths. 
C: Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of 
 my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.  
 
L: Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, for they are  
       from everlasting. 
C: Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
   remember me according to your love and for the sake of  
        your goodness, O Lord. 
 
L: Gracious and upright is the Lord; therefore he teaches  
       sinners in his way. 
C: He guides the humble in doing right and teaches his way  
       to the lowly.  
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SECOND LESSON: Philippians 2:1-13 

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from 
love, any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make 
my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in 
full accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or con-
ceit, but in  
humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look 
not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same 
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be ex-
ploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
human likeness. And  
being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and became obedi-
ent to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
      9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name 
that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every 
tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
     12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not 
only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out 
your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at 
work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleas-
ure. 

 

L: The Word of the Lord.   C: Thanks be to God. 
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*GRADUAL HYMN: O God, Whose Word Well-Planted As a reminder 
there will be no congregational singing aloud allowed.  You are invited to enjoy the  

musical offerings of our designated leaders this Sunday, and encouraged to reflect and 
pray on the following lyrics. 

 

 

 1 O God, whose word well planted yields fruit a hundredfold, 
 we praise your graces granted to those who sowed of old, 
 who by their witness scattered good seed upon the soil 
 where others, reaping, gathered the harvest of their toil. 
 
 2 O God of seed and harvest, of sun and soil and rain, 
 attend the word we sow, lest its planting be in vain. 
 Send showers of your Spirit, bright sunshine of your grace, 
 that multitudes who hear it your gospel may embrace. 
 
 3 O God, your final harvest of history’s ancient field 
 will test with truth the proudest that human work can yield. 
 Oppression’s blight will vanish, fair freedom’s fruits increase; 
 and love and joy will flourish to clothe the earth with peace. 

 
 

 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 

V:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of 
the people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what author-
ity are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Je-
sus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the 
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 
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25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ 
he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, 
‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a 
prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to 
them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things. 
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and 
said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will 
not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the 
second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not 
go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The 
first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, 
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after 
you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.” 

V:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 
(Please be seated.) 

 

 

SERMON 

 

(Silence for reflection.) 
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BAPTISM OF JJ LANG (Bethlehem Only) 

 

PRESENTATION FOR BAPTISM (Bethlehem Only) 

Vicar: In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin and 
death by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. We are born children of a fallen humanity; by water and the 
Holy Spirit we are reborn children of God and made members of the 
church, the body of Christ. Living with Christ and in the communion 
of saints, we grow in faith, love, and obedience to the will of God. 
Sponsors: We present Jonathan for baptism. 
 
Vicar: Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of God, 
do you desire to have your child baptized into Christ? 

Parents: We do. 

Vicar:  As you bring your child to receive the gift of baptism, you are  
entrusted with responsibilities: 

 to live with him among God’s faithful people, 

 bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 

 teach him the Lord’s Prayers, the Creed, and the Ten Command-
ments, 

 place in his hands the holy scriptures, 

 and nurture him in faith and prayer, 

 so that your child may learn to trust God, 

 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 

 care for others and the world God made, 

 and work for justice and peace. 
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Do you promise to help Jonathan grow in the Christian faith and life? 

Parents: We do. 
 
Vicar:  Sponsors, do you promise to nurture Jonathan in the Christian 
faith as you are empowered by God’s Spirit, and to help him live in 
the covenant of baptism and in communion with the church? 

Sponsors: We do. 
 
Vicar:  People of God, do you promise to support Jonathan and pray 
for him in his new life in Christ? 

Congregation: We do. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM (Bethlehem Only) 

Vicar:  The Lord be with you. 
Congregation:  And also with you. 

Vicar:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Congregation:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
Vicar:  Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: We give you thanks, for in 
the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and you created heaven 
and earth. By the gift of water you nourish and sustain us and all living 
things. 

By the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and saved those 
whom you had chosen, Noah and his family. You led Israel by the pillar of 
cloud and fire through the sea, out of slavery into the freedom of the prom-
ised land. In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Spirit. By the baptism of his own death and resurrection 
your beloved Son has set us free from the bondage to sin and death, and has 
opened the way to the joy and freedom of everlasting life. He made water a 
sign of the kingdom and of cleansing and rebirth. In obedience to his com-
mand, we make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
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Pour out your Holy Spirit, so that those who are here baptized may be given 
new life. Wash away the sin of all those who are cleansed by this water and 
bring them forth as inheritors of your glorious kingdom. 

To you be given praise and honor and worship through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Congregation:  Amen 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH  (Bethlehem Only) 

Vicar:  I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and 
confess the faith of the church, the faith in which we baptize. 

Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty  
promises? 
Parents and Sponsors:  I do. 
 
Vicar:  Do you believe in God the Father? 

Parents and Sponsors:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator 
of heaven and earth. 

Vicar:  Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

Congregation: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He 
was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the vir-
gin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Vicar:  Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

Congregation:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resur-
rection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 
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BAPTISM  (Bethlehem Only) 

Pastor:  Jonathan James Lang is baptized in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

The Lord be with you. 
Congregation:  And also with you. 

Pastor:  God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we give you thanks 
for freeing your children from the power of sin and for raising them 
up to a new life through this holy sacrament. Pour your Holy Spirit  
upon  Jonathan : the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of  
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 
the spirit of joy in your presence. 
Congregation:  Amen 

Pastor:  Jonathan, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy 
Spirit and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 
Congregation:  Amen 

Pastor:  Let your light so shine before others that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 

O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon the parents and 
caregivers of Jonathan. Let them ever rejoice in the gift you have giv-
en them. Make them teachers and examples of righteousness for their 
children. Strengthen them in their own Baptism so they may share 
eternally with their children the salvation you have given them, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Congregation:  Amen 
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WELCOME (Bethlehem Only) 

Vicar:  Through Baptism God has made this new brother a member 
of the priesthood we all share in Christ Jesus, that we may proclaim 
the praise of God and bear his creative and redeeming Word to all the 
world. 

Congregation:  We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We re-
ceive you as fellow members of the body of Christ, children of the 
same heavenly Father, and workers with us in the kingdom of 
God. 

 

 

*APOSTLES CREED (St. James & Christ - Unison) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell.* 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 
*Or, He descended to the dead. 
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*THE PRAYERS  

L:  Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need. 

In all the world, give your church unity. As we celebrate the bap-
tism of JJ Lang today, inspire all the baptized with the mind of 
Christ. Where the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape 
us with humility and obedience so that your love may be at work in 
us. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

L:  Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. 
Preserve and keep your creation at the harvest, O God. Mend and 
redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so that all of creation 
confesses you as Lord. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

L:  Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us 
new hearts and new spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures and 
institutions, change our minds and teach us to trust your authority.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

L:  Our lives are yours, O God. We give you thanks for the life of 
Cora Kime as she celebrates her 90th birthday this week. Relieve 
the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit. Defend 
the lives and welfare of children who are abused or neglected, hun-
gry or exploited, bullied or lonely. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

L:  Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the 
interests of others. Fill us with your compassion and sympathy. 
Bless ministries of care in our community (especially Care and 
Share, our blessing boxes, and John’s Meals); make us into signs of 
your mercy and justice for our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
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L:  Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of 
us—tax collectors and prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient and 
slow to learn. By their witness, teach us to confess Jesus Christ as 
Lord in life and in death. Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 

L:  All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we en-
trust to your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

 

(Please be seated.) 
 
 

OFFERING HYMN: Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring 
(BARB'RY ELLEN) As a reminder there will be no congregational singing 
aloud allowed.  You are invited to enjoy the musical offerings of our designated  
leaders this Sunday, and encouraged to reflect and pray on the following lyrics. 

 
 

 1 Accept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to place upon your table. 
 We do not worship as we ought but only as we’re able. 
 
 2 The vines were planted, seeds were sown. They grew in your  
 good pleasure. What once was common, daily food  
 becomes a holy treasure. 
 
 3 Our hopes and dreams, our toils and cares we lift in prayer  
 before you. Lord, by your grace now come to us, as humbly we 
 adore you. 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

V:  Let us pray. 

C: Gracious God, you bless us with gifts of guidance, new life, 
growth in grace, and fruitful labor. Accept the first fruits of time 
and toil, field and orchard we offer here. Bless and multiply these 
gifts to our nurture and the care of your creation; for the sake of 
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

*DIALOGUE 

V:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 

V:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

V:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

 

*PREFACE 

V:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. Through your Son, you taught 
us that true riches are to be found in loving you rather than earthly 
treasure. For your glory, and to give us the fullness of life and salva-
tion, Christ emptied himself upon the cross and was raised in power to 
sit at your right hand. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 
church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
in adoring song. 
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*SANCTUS: Long, long ago in Jerusalem As a reminder there will be no 
congregational singing aloud allowed.  You are invited to enjoy the musical offerings 
of our designated leaders this Sunday, and encouraged to reflect and pray on the fol-

lowing lyrics. 

 
 1 Long, long ago in Jerusalem, as the scriptures do record, 
 Isaiah to the temple came to see the holy Lord. 
 
 Refrain 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 God’s glory fills all heaven and earth, God of power and might. 
 
 2 High on a throne sat the mighty Lord, robes flowing through 
 the hall, while six-winged angels flew above. Isaiah heard them 
 call. Refrain 
 
 3 Oh, what a sight it was to see and oh, what a sound to hear! 
 The temple doorposts shook and quaked, and smoke was in the 
 air. Refrain 
 

 

*THANKSGIVING 

V:  Let the peoples praise you, generous and abundant Creator: 
you scatter abroad and give to the poor; you provide seed to the sower 
and bread for food. Let the peoples praise you: you called Israel to be 
your chosen people, to preserve your word and to scatter it abroad. 
Let the peoples praise you: when time had ripened, you sent the 
Word, your Son, into the world, so that all might have life and have it 
abundantly. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and 
eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, how he fed the hungry and gave company 
to outcasts; how he healed the sick and freed those in bondage; 
how he taught and guided those who were seeking you; 
how he was handed over and gathered in for our sake; 
how he was resurrected as the first fruits of the dead, 
and how he promised to return for the great harvest home; 
we give you thanks, not as we ought, but as we are able. 
Send, we pray, your Spirit to this meal. 
Supply our needs, and those of all your saints, 
and fill us until we overflow with thanksgivings. 
Empowered by this meal, enlivened by your Spirit, 
move us to glorify you in faithfulness to the gospel 
and in generosity to all in need. 
United by your Spirit with all your people, 
we pray through your Son, Jesus Christ, 
to you, our Source and our Goal, 
our Sun and our Shield, our God now and forever. 
 
C: Amen. 
 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray... 

     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
     thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever.  Amen. 
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(Please be seated.) 

 

The Distribution of Holy Communion 

Please come forward single file observing the 6 foot distancing 
rule. Vicar Taylor will give you the elements in pre-sealed, single 
servings without touching hands.  Bring the elements with you 
back to your seat and wait.  We will all partake in the meal simul-
taneously at the Vicar’s direction: The body of Christ given for 
you.  The blood of Christ shed for you. 
 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN: O Lamb of God, to Earth You Came  As a 
reminder there will be no congregational singing aloud allowed.  You are invited to  

enjoy the musical offerings of our designated leaders this Sunday, and encouraged to 
reflect and pray on the following lyrics. 

 
  

 1 O Lamb of God, to earth you came to save us all from grief 
 and shame. Shorn of your life, upon the tree you hung in deep 
 humility.  
 
 2 O Lamb of God, the only Son, to us show mercy, Holy One. 
 You save the world from all its sin. Lord, give to us your peace. 
 Amen. 
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

V: Let us pray. 

C: Gracious God, we give thanks for your pruning, planting, and  
nurture. We rejoice that you have used the harvest of field and 
vineyard to renew and sustain us. Lead us as we go from this life-
giving meal into lives of grateful service to you and your cher-
ished creation; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 
 

*BLESSING 

V:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
C:  Amen 

 
 
 
 

SENDING SONG: O Lord of the Blossom As a reminder there will be no 
congregational singing aloud allowed.  You are invited to enjoy the musical offerings 

of our designated leaders this Sunday, and encouraged to reflect and pray on the  
following lyrics. 

 
  

 1 O Lord of the blossom, O God of the seed, 
 O gracious provider for all human need, 
 you have nourished our faith at your table of grace, 
 and nurtured new life in the light of your face. 
 O Lord of the grain field, O God of the vine, 
 you’ve fed us your presence in bread and in wine. 
 In communion you’ve blest to us arbor and plow, 
 and shown us the gospel, your word for us now. 
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As you leave please remember to physically distance as you  
socialize. We invite you to head straight to the parking lot and 

safely gather outside (leave your masks on and maintain  
6 feet separation). 

 2 O Lord of the harvest, O God of the feast, 
 where sorrows are vanquished and joys are increased, 
 where the tree of life grows in your orchards above, 
 we’ll join in the chorus in praise of your love. 
 Sing praise to the Father, sing praise to the Son, 
 sing praise to the Spirit. Praise God, Three in One! 
 You have made us one people you’ve fed by the hand, 
 O Lord of the heavens, O God of the land. 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

V:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God, and we will. 

 

 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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In Honor or In Memory of…… 

If you would like to memorialize or honor a loved one on a special birth-
day or anniversary please sign up at your church or call or email Vicar 
Taylor ((512) 773-9565 or tberdahl@uls.edu).  They will be included by 
name in the Prayers of Intercession for that Sunday.  If you want to show 
more about their story or example of  faith, please send or email that infor-
mation to the church office (P. O. Box 449, Bendersville, PA  17306 or 
3churches@centurylink.net) to be put into the bulletin. 

Now that there's a shady patch that emerges 
around 5:30PM, Vicar Taylor will be available 
for socially distant outdoor office hours in front of 
the parsonage on Tuesday evenings from 5:30-7. 
Swing by with a mask to say hi or to stop and chat 
about life, faith and the world around us. 

BIBLE STUDY  

You're invited to open scripture and join the conversation as we embark on a 7-week 
Bible Study: Signs of the Kingdom: Studies in Matthew.  
Matthew's account of the good news shows a Jesus who weaves profound new teach-
ings from the threads of ordinary life experience. Matthew also weaves in bright strands 
of ancient prophecies fulfilled, his way of showing the unbroken line of God's faithful-
ness in action, from creation to resurrection and beyond.  
When: Wednesday evenings, 6:00PM-7:30PM, August 26th-October 7th 
Where: Christ, Aspers lawn 
Bring along: your most comfortable mask, a Bible, a lawn chair, and learner guide.   
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Christ, Aspers BLESSING BOX: BOOK DRIVE 

We’d like to expand our Blessing Box ministry to include books as well as 
food! We will be collecting books (new or lightly used) for all ages and  
reading levels in the Sunday School room at Christ, Aspers. Please bring 
books that have enriched you or children in your life that you would share 
with your friends and family (save the books you’re simply ready to get rid 
of for the recycling bin, please!) Thank you for your  
participation in expanding this ministry. 

Christ, Aspers PLAYGROUND “BRUSH-UP” 

On October, 3rd at 1PM, we will be repainting over rust on the 
playground at Christ, Aspers. If you can come and help, please join 
us in improving this resource we can offer to our local community. 
Supplies will be provided, but if you have a 1-inch paintbrush and/
or stepstool, bring those along and wear clothes that can get 

dirty. Contact John Heller or Larry Gantz with questions! 
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THANKS and APPRECIATION to all our musicians today!! 
Carol Dougherty (Accompanist) 

Alyanna Montgomery 
Jayne Weaver 
Chris Baugher 
Cindy Baugher 
Kathy Singley 
Mary Kuntz 

Vicki Cuttitta 
Donna Kime Hartz 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church is collecting a special  
offering in the month of October for a donation to  

United Lutheran Seminary, whose partnership has been 
a gift to us in the past and through which we were con-
nected with Vicar Taylor and the internship program.  

 
Bethlehem council will match up to $250 in donations.  

 
Please make checks out to Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

and write “ULS Donation” in the memo line. 
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Worship Assistants 

    Lector         Ushers   Altar Guild 

J   Karen Carey      —           Harold & Kathy Stoner  
C  Larry Gantz      —           Deb  & Dave Copenhaver 
B  Tony Bretzman     Larry and Mary Peters          Kathy Singley 

Parish Meetings: 

All meetings begin at 7 p.m. unless otherwise stated.  

       Internship Committee Meeting    October 13, 2020 @ Bethlehem 
    Bethlehem Council   October 19, 2020  
           Christ Council     October 20, 2020 

Parish Budget Meeting     November 2, 2020 

Altar Flowers: 

J:   To the Glory of God 
C: Tonya Taylor in memory of her husband, Garnet, on their  
wedding anniversary. 
B:  To the Glory of God 

Until further notice Sunday services will continue as: 

 8:25 am  St. James, Wenksville—Worship with Holy Communion 
 8:30 am Christ, Aspers—Sunday School 
 9:45 am  Christ, Aspers—Worship with Holy Communion 
11:00 am Bethlehem, Bendersville—Worship with Holy Communion 
No combined services are currently planned. 

THIS WEEK: 

           St. James Council Monday, 7pm 
Parish Audit Committee Monday, 7pm @ Bethlehem   
     Outdoor office hours     Tuesday, 5:30  
            Bible Study Wednesday, 6:30-7:30pm @ Christ lawn 
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PLEASE communicate your prayer concerns by email 

(tberdahl@uls.edu) or phone (512.773.9565) to Vicar Taylor.  She will 

see that they get on our prayer list. 

    Friends of Parish: 

Fred Bauser 
Jean Behney 
Thomas Berdahl 
Barbara Bosak 
Bev Bretzman 
Ivan Bretzman 
George Carey 

Jeanne Cuttitta 
Ed Fletcher 
Sue Garretson  
Donna Kime 
 Jeannette Kime 
Chris McBeth 
Pastor Bob McEllroy 

Zach Pelc 
Richard Price 
Ken Slaybaugh 
Cash Storm 
Stephanie Welper 

We extend our sympathy to the families of those who have died in the faith 

and who are now at rest with their eternal Father. 

Lawrence Eversole, Christine Kint, Pat McEllroy 

With Deepest Sympathy 

                     Prayer List  

                Parish Members: 

Dixie Atha c 
Mike Atha c 
Shawn Atha c 
Ruth Bretzman b 
Adam Clapsadl j 
Chris Cuttitta 
 

Lee Dugan b 
Shelvey Dugan b 
Francene Gantz c 
Harold Garretson b 
Whanettah Harvey c 
Betty Henry c 
James Hollabaugh b 

Pat Junkins b 
Jim McGraw c 
Paula McGraw c 
George Shank b 
Jayne Weaver j 


