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REMINDER OF PARISH RULES 

The Covid-19 task force (Bettina McBeth, Chris Cuttitta, Julie Haller, and Vicar Taylor 

Berdahl) have approved the following guidelines for safe worship practice. Thank you 

for showing love to your neighbors by following these rules. 

1.  Masks are required.  Please wear your own mask. 

2.  Social distancing required.  Leave empty pews between people, and sit 

checkerboard fashion.  No one should sit directly behind or in front of any-

one else.  There will be no greeters. 

3.  No singing.  Singing causes us to expel the air in our lungs with force, it 

raises the risk of infection, masks or not.  

4.  No passing of The Peace Just pretend it is an extended flu season. 

5.  No physical passing of anything.  Collection plates and bulletins are 

placed at the entrances/exits so there is no physical passing from one per-

son to another. 

6.  We will have bulletins to use for the services so hymnals will not be 

required.  Please touch as little as possible when in your pews.   

7.  We will have communion with sealed, pre-packaged individual com-

munion servings.  Directions for distribution will be shared at that time in 

the service. There will be trash receptacles at the exits for disposal. 

8.    Attendance will be taken at each church each Sunday.  Should an 

outbreak occur, the congregation can be notified.  If  anyone receives a 

positive test for COVID, please report it to the task force immediately. 

9.   Midweek usage of buildings. When entering a building, please use 

posted sign in sheets. If entering with someone who isn’t a member, please 

have them add their contact info.  Always clean frequently touched sur-

faces after use. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM  
 
V:  Blessed be the holy Trinity,  one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
C:  Amen. 
 
V:  Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 



4 

 

GREETING  

V:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the commun-
ion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 
 

KYRIE 
 

V:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 

V:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 

V:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 
 God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 

V:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 
 let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 

V:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C: Amen 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

V:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 

V:  Let us pray. . . . 

C: O God, from whom all good things come: Lead us by the inspiration 

of your Spirit to think those things which are right, and by your 

goodness help us to do them; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

     Amen 
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FIRST LESSON:        Acts 10:44-48  

The First Lesson is from Acts chapter ten. 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 
word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astound-
ed that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 
46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter 
said, 47“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be bap-
tized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several 
days. 

L:  The Word of the Lord.   C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 

PSALM:         Psalm 98  

L: Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, whose right 
hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

C: O Lord, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your 
righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

L: You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

C: Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, 
and sing. 

L: Sing to the Lord with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 
C: With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the 

king, the Lord. 

L: Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein. 
C: Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy be-

fore the Lord, who comes to judge the earth.  

L: The Lord will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with eq-
uity. 

. 
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SECOND LESSON:                                      1 John 5:1-6  
 

The Second Lesson is from First John chapter five. 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and 
everyone who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we 
love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 
3For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his com-
mandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever is born of God conquers the 
world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is it 
that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God? 
  6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the 
water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that 
testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

 
L:  The Word of the Lord.  C:  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

*VERSE 
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*GOSPEL:        John 15:9-17  

V: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; 
abide in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will 
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments 
and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 
  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I 
have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I 
command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the 
servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called 
you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I 
have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose 
you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, 
so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my 
name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love 
one another.” 

 

V:  The Gospel of the Lord.  C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(Please be seated.) 
 

 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  What a Friend We Have in Jesus      LBW  439 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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THE PRAYERS 

L:  Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our 
prayers before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 
L:  Loving God, you call us to be your fruit-bearing church. Strengthen the 
bonds among all Christian churches. Today we pray for the Moravian 
Church, giving thanks for the life and witness of Nicolaus Ludwig von Zin-
zendorf, renewer of the church and hymnwriter. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 

L:  Creating God, the earth praises you. The seas roar and the hills sing for 
joy. Fill the earth with your love so that by their song, all creatures of land 
and sea and sky, burrowing and soaring, may call us to join with them in 
praise. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 

L:  Faithful Savior, you conquer the world not with weapons but with undy-
ing love. Plant your word in the hearts of the nations’ leaders and give them 
your Spirit, so that the peoples of the world may live in peace.  Hear  us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 

L:  Caring Healer, you forget no one and accompany the lonely. Be present 
with those who are sick or suffering especially those on our prayer list.... 
Provide for those needing homes or medical care and point us towards life-
changing responses to these needs in our own communities. Be with the dy-
ing. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 

L:  Gracious God, as a mother comforts her child, you comfort us. Bless 
mothers and mothering people in our lives. Comfort those who miss their 
mothers, mothers who grieve, those who grieve because they cannot be 
mothers, and those who have never known a loving mother. Hear us, O 
God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 

L:  Gentle Redeemer, all who die in you abide in your presence forever. We 
remember with thanksgiving those who shared your love throughout their 
lives especially Barbara Bosak, Aldaus Gochenauer and Steve Walde. Keep 
us united with them in your lasting love. Hear us, O God. 
C: Your mercy is great. 
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L: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting 
in your never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
OFFERING HYMN Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful     
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OFFERTORY PRAYER  

V:  Let us pray. 
Merciful Father, 
C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—

our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious 

love. Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, 

Jesus Christ our Lord.    Amen 

*DIALOGUE 

V:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 

V:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

V:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

*PREFACE 

V:  It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all plac-
es offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-
living God. But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resur-
rection of our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to 
take away our sin, who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising 
has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and 
all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their crea-
tures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise 
your name and join their unending hymn : 

*SANCTUS 

C:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of pow’r and might: 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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THANKSGIVING 

V:  You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God; 
you are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
that whoever believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

Having come into the world, he fulfilled for us your holy will 
and accomplished our salvation. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving Passion and death, 
 his glorious resurrection and ascension,  
 and his promise to come again, 
we give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, 
 not as we ought, but as we are able; 
 and we implore you mercifully to accept our praise and  

 thanksgiving, 
and, with your Word and Holy Spirit, to bless us, your servants, 
 and these your own gifts of bread and wine; 
that we and all who share in the body and blood of your Son 
 may be filled with heavenly peace and joy, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be sanctified in soul and 

 body, and have our portion with all your saints. 
All honor and glory are yours, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in your 
 holy Church, now and forever. 
C:Amen 
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*LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray... 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

V: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION  

All who wish to encounter Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to the 

Table. Please come forward single file observing the 6 foot distancing rule. 

Vicar Taylor will give you the elements in pre-sealed, single servings with-

out touching hands. If you would like a verbal blessing only, please place 

your hands on your own shoulders to let the Vicar know. For those receiv-

ing communion, bring the elements with you back to your seat and wait. We 

will all partake in the meal simultaneously at the Vicar's direction:  

The body of Christ given for you.   

The blood of Christ shed for you. 
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COMMUNION HYMN  Alleluia!  Jesus is Risen! WOV 674 
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THANKS and APPRECIATION to Sara Shank  

for providing our music this morning. 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

V:  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you gave your Son both as a sacrifice for sin and a model of 
the godly life. Enable us to receive him always with thanksgiving, and to 
conform our lives to his; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 

D:  

*BLESSING 

V:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

C: Amen 
 
 

*DISMISSAL  
 

V:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  C:   Thanks be to God.  

 

 

 

 From sundaysandseasons.com.   Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
 All hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.Net #255604 expires 3/5/2022, 
CCLI #2641942 Size B expires 5/31/2021. 
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Worship Assistants 

     Lector              Ushers          Altar Guild 

J   Henry Taylor  —           Harold & Kathy Stoner  

C  Cindy Baugher  —           Deb  & Dave Copenhaver 

B  Bruce Schachle  Pat  & Bob Junkins            Kathy Singley 

Parish Meetings: 

All meetings begin at 7 p.m. unless otherwise stated. 

     Internship Committee Tues.,  May 11 in Bethlehem sanctuary 

 Bethlehem Council Mon.,  May 17 in the sanctuary 

                  Christ Council Tues.,  May 18 in the fellowship room 

Altar Flowers: 

J:   To the Glory of God 

C:   To the Glory of God 

B:   To the Glory of God 

For all your pastoral needs please contact 

Vicar Taylor Berdahl  

at 512-773-9565 or email her at tberdahl@uls.edu. 
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Vicar Taylor’s Welcome and Good-bye Dinner! 

Bethlehem will be holding a covered dish dinner  

in our basement to bid farewell to Vicar Taylor  

on Wednesday, May 12 at 6:30 pm. 

Fried chicken and drinks will be provided.  If you are able, 
please bring a covered dish or dessert for this event. 

There will be a sign-up sheet available  
at Sunday services. 

THANK YOU!!! 

Celebration of our Vicar Taylor 

St. James members will be celebrating  

with Vicar Taylor at dinner  

on Wednesday May 19 at 6 PM. 

RSVP—phone or text—to Donna G. Taylor 

717-752-6560 
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NEED FOR PARISH SECRETARY 

The Bendersville Lutheran Parish is seeking a part-time parish secretary (15-20 hrs/wk). 

Our office is located at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 126 Church St., Bendersville, PA.   

For a complete job description and a job application and how to apply, please visit our 

website: 

bendersvillelutheranparish.com under the Employment menu option.   

Questions can also be directed to our office via phone, 717-677-9880 (please leave a 

message), or through our email, 3churches@centurylink.net.   

Please consider this employment opportunity that could fit your schedule with very flexi-

ble work hours, determined by the hiring committee and you. 

Any interested parish members can also contact  a member of our hiring committee: 

(Cindy Baugher, Vicki Cuttitta and Carol Rex) 

PLEASE   HELP  US   SPREAD THE WORD! 

Let’s Get Together Again!! 

 

Let’s make cards again for Care and Share.  

Remember all are welcome and no special talent is necessary. 

The next Care and Share meeting will be 

Monday, May 24 at 1pm at Bethlehem. 

Please join us for this meaningful  and  

important ministry. 

mailto:3churches@centurylink.net
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In Honor or In Memory of…… 

If you would like to memorialize or honor a loved one on a 

special birthday or anniversary please call or email Vicar Tay-

lor ((512) 773-9565 or tberdahl@uls.edu) or the church office 

(717-677-9880 or 3churches@centurylink.net).  They will be 

included by name in the Prayers of Intercession for that Sun-

day.  If you want to share more about their story or example of  

faith, please send or email that information to the church office 

(P. O. Box 449, Bendersville, PA  17306 or 3church-

es@centurylink.net) to be put into the bulletin. 

 REMEMBER OUR BLESSING BOXES 

 Things we need to include: 

Mac ‘n cheese, soups, canned pasta meals (aka chef  Boyardee), instant po-
tatoes, canned veggies, canned meat, canned fruit/fruit cups, instant rice, 

pasta, spaghetti sauce, beans (dried or canned), fruit gummies, sugary cere-
al, peanut butter, applesauce, instant cereal/oatmeal, toiletries (TP, paper towels, feminine hy-

giene products, toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap, hand sanitizer) 

Our Blessing Boxes are definitely filling a need in our community.  

Here are a few additional  ideas of things we might think about contributing: 

Shelf stable milk, powdered milk, can openers, canned food with pop tops, oil (cooking, vege-
table, canola, olive, etc), spices, salt, pepper, tea bags, coffee, sugar, flour, tuna packets, crack-
ers (all kinds). bread, cake mix, frosting, dishwashing detergent, laundry detergent 

*Please don’t buy bulk dry goods (rice, beans, pasta, etc.) and re-package at home.    

Due to food safety concerns, only factory sealed packaging should be put in the box.* 

*Be aware of glass items that might break.* 

*Do not leave items OUTSIDE the box.* 

THANKS TO ALL WHO  HAVE  DONATED! 
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COVID-19 Vaccines 

As we desire to be together again and as we work for the collective 
safety of the community around us, we'd like to collect a voluntary 
confidential internal list of vaccinated members of Bendersville Lu-
theran Parish. Vaccination will be an important factor for the COVID-19 
Task Force's decision making about the life of the church in the next sever-
al months, including in-person worship, the safety of singing, opportunities 
for food ministry and fellowship, and much more. If you are getting vac-
cinated against COVID-19 and are comfortable sharing with the members 
of the COVID-19 Task Force (Vicar Taylor Berdahl, Chris Cuttitta, Julie 
Haller, and Dr. Bettina McBeth), please contact Vicar Taylor by email or 
phone.  

Worship will be livestreamed on YouTube at 11AM on our Bendersville 

Lutheran Parish channel (this info can also be found on our website). 

You can also listen to the most recent worship service by call-

ing (717) 200-2021.  New recordings are available  on Sunday after-

noons and will be available all week. 

 

The Wenksville Cemetery Association has  
announced that there will be an “in person”  
Memorial Day Service at Wenksville this year.  It 
will be held Saturday, May 29 at 1:30 pm. 

 
OF SPECIAL NOTE:  Special music for the service will be  
provided by Vicar Taylor Berdahl, Pastor Melissa Madara and  
Irene Tracey at the keyboard. 
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ATTENTION BETHLEHEM and CHRIST 

Volunteers Needed: Conference and Synod Assembly Reps  

Each congregation needs 2 representatives (6 total) to the conference and 
to the synod. Please prayerfully consider whether you may be called and/or 
equipped to serve the church this way, and contact your council president 
(Chris Cuttitta or Julie Haller) with interest. 

Requirements: 

-Availability to attend the Synod assembly on June 4th (evening) and June 
5th (all day) via Zoom. 
-Technological capability for the synod assembly: internet access, one de-
vice with a microphone and camera to participate in the meeting, and an-
other device (such as a smartphone) to use for voting.  
Strong suggestions: 
-Availability to attend preparatory educational seminars online on EITHER 
May 8th or May 22nd online. 
-Gender diversity (1 man and 1 woman from each congregation) 

 Christ, Aspers BLESSING BOX: BOOK DRIVE 

We’d like to expand our Blessing Box ministry to include books as 

well as food! We will be collecting books (new or lightly used) for all 

ages and reading levels in the Sunday School room at Christ, Aspers. 

Please bring books that have enriched you or children in your life 

that you would share with your friends and family (save the books 

you’re simply ready to get rid of for the recycling bin, 

please!) Thank you for your participation in expanding this 

ministry. 
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Baptized, We Live: Lutheranism as a Way of Life  

New members and their sponsors will be participating in a  

4 week-long refresher "course"  

with Vicar Taylor on the traditions of our congregations  

and the broader church.  

Meetings will be held at 2 pm Sunday afternoons in May. 

NEW MEMBERS 

On Pentecost Sunday, May 23rd, our parish will be welcoming  
new members to our congregations as part of the worship service.  

At St. James, we will welcome Tina Fillmann, "sponsored" by Carol Rex. 
At Bethlehem, we will welcome Clinton Eppleman, sponsored by Chris 

Cuttitta, and Megan Eppleman, sponsored by Vicki Cuttitta.  

Join us for worship as we mark this transition in each of their faith journeys 
and take the time to especially welcome them into our community.  
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    Friends of Parish: 

Jean Behney 

Bev Bretzman 

Ivan Bretzman 

George Carey 

Jeanne Cuttitta 

Helen Daniels 

Steve Eicholtz 

Sue Garretson 

Nick Heller 

Donna Kime 

 Jeannette Kime 

Chris McBeth 

Pastor Bob McEllroy 

Barb Mahoney 

Emily Maiolo  

Danielle Martin 

Zach Pelc 

Athena Pepe  

Richard Price 

Ginny Rinehart 

Ken Slaybaugh 

Angie Taylor 

 

With Deepest Sympathy 

We extend our sympathy to the families of those who have died  
in the faith and who are now at rest with their eternal Father  

(our saints who have gone before us):  

Barbara Bosak, Aldaus Gochenauer  

and Steve Walde 

                     Prayer List  - Parish Members 

Dixie Atha c 

Mike Atha c 

Shawn Atha c 

Ruth Bretzman b 

Adam Clapsadl j 

Bob Cooley c 

Chris Cooley c 

Lee Dugan b 

Shelvey Dugan b 

Joyce Eicholtz  j 

Harold Garretson b 

Wahnettah Harvey c 

Diane Heller c 

Fay Heller j 

John Heller c 

Betty Henry c 

James Hollabaugh b 

Jim McGraw c 

Paula McGraw c 

Loren Mortorff b 

Bill Slaybaugh j 

Harold Stoner j 

Joycelyn Taylor j 

Jayne Weaver j 

Mike Wolfe c 


