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COVID UPDATE 

The COVID Task Force, Bettina McBeth, Chris Cuttitta, Julie Haller 

(unable to attend), and Vicar Mike Faust, met on 6/22/21 and agreed 

to lift all COVID related restrictions starting June 28th. 

1. Masks will be optional for anyone who feels they need to wear one. 

 It is being suggested that unvaccinated youth under 12 wear a mask. 

2. There will be no social distancing requirement, but please respect 

 each other’s space. 

3. We will not physically pass the peace at this time. It can be done by 

 waving or gesturing during the service. 

4. We suggest that the offering plates not be passed but put in a  

 designated spot as we are doing at the present time. 

5. At this time we will still have hymns in the bulletin. Each parish may 

 return any items to pews as they see fit. 

6. All will receive communion with the same wafer and juice cups until 

 they are gone. At that point, each parish can decide how they would 

 prefer to distribute the elements. We recommend against intinction  

 as a method.  

7. 

If anyone should receive a positive test for COVID, out of respect for 

 others, please report it to the task force. 

8. Buildings can be used for purposes designated by each parish. 

       As always, if you feel sick stay home and watch service online. 

Thank you so much for your patience and cooperation during this  

difficult time. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE 

 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

V:   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
 whose mercy endures forever. 
C:   Amen. 

V:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the  

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C:  Amen. 

V:  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 
and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 

V:  God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 
name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 
you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. 
C:  Amen. 
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*GATHERING SONG       “Prepare the Royal Highway”          LBW 26 

*GREETING  

V:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
  and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

(Please be seated.) 



5 

 

KYRIE 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH CANDLE 

First Candle:  Hope  

Also known as the “prophecy candle,” the candle of hope for Advent assures 
us we can have hope that God will fulfill the prophecies declared in the Old 
Testament about Jesus. Hope doesn’t disappoint us (Romans 5:5). 

V: Heavenly Father, Advent is a time for remembering and reflecting on 
 the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Father, I pray that you 
 will turn our hearts toward you as Christmas approaches. Let us not get 
 caught up in the hustle and bustle of the season this year and miss the 
 chance to celebrate the gifts of hope, peace, joy, love, that you sent to 
 us on that first Christmas. 

BLESSING FOR FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT:  (Light First Candle) 

C: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You call  
 all nations to walk in your light and to seek your ways of justice 
 and peace, for the night is past, and the dawn of your coming is 
 near. Bless us as we light the first candle of this wreath. Rouse us 
 from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes 
 and welcome him into our hearts and homes, for he is our light and 
 our salvation. Blessed be God forever.  Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

V:   The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 

V: Let us pray.  

C:  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful  
 protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and  
 redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the  
 Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
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FIRST READING:           Jeremiah 33:14-16 

The First Reading is from Jeremiah, the thirty-third chapter. 

 14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the 
promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those 
days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; 
and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days 
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name 
by which it will be called: “The Lord is our righteousness.” 

L:  The Word of the Lord.   C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM:           Psalm 25:1-10 

L: To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 

C: My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
   nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

L:  Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
   rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 

C: Show me your ways, O Lord, and teach me your paths. 

L:  Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God  
 of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 

C: Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love, 
   for they are from everlasting. 

L:  Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
   remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake  
 of your goodness, O Lord. 

C: You are gracious and upright, O Lord; 
   therefore you teach sinners in your way. 

L:  You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way. 

C: All your paths, O Lord, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
   to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies. 
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SECOND READING:              1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 

The Second Reading is from First Thessalonians, the third chapter. 
 9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we 
feel before our God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnest-
ly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your 
faith. 
 11Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our 
way to you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for 
one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may he so 
strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our 
God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

L:  The Word of the Lord.   C:  Thanks be to God. 

*GOSPEL  ACCLAMATION 

 
*GOSPEL:         Luke 21:25-36 

V: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 
C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

 [Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, 
and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea 
and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is com-
ing upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then 
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they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great  
glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
 29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as 
soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that sum-
mer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you 
know that the kingdom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation 
will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation 
and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch 
you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the 
face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have 
the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand be-
fore the Son of Man.” 

V:  The Gospel of the Lord.       C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
(Please be seated.) 

SERMON:   “Find Life in Waiting” Vicar Mike Faust 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 

   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

   I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY        “Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers”           LBW 25 
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suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

   I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS 

V: In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and 
 places that yearn for God’s presence. ... 

 (Prayers of Intercession) 

V: Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 

V: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect.  
 Receive these prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 

C: Amen. 

 
OFFERING 

OFFERING HYMN  “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”  LBW p. 86       
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OFFERTORY PRAYER  

V: Let us pray. 

C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your good-
 ness you have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and 
 our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the 
 world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,  
 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
DIALOGUE 

V:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

V:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

V:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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PREFACE 

V: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and 
 in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
 through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the 
 promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things 
 new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And 
 so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts 
 of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

SANCTUS 

 

THANKSGIVING 

V:  You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
 You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
 

  You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
   so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
   but have eternal life. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
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   broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
  we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

V: We give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, 
  not as we ought but as we are able; 
  we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
  and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
  and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
  so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
  may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
  and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 
  may be formed to live as your holy people 
  and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
 

C:  Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

 Lord, remember us in Your Kingdom and teach us to pray ... 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION   

V: Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION  

All who wish to encounter Christ in Holy Communion are welcome to the 
Table. Please come forward single file observing a proper social distance. 
Vicar Mike will give you the elements in pre-sealed, single servings without 
touching hands. If you would like a verbal blessing only, please place your 
hands on your own shoulders to let the Vicar know. For those receiving 
communion, bring the elements with you back to your seat and wait.  
We will all partake in the meal simultaneously at the Vicar's direction:  

The body of Christ given for you.   

The blood of Christ shed for you. 

COMMUNION SONG     “Eat This Bread”   WOV 709 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER  

V:   Let us pray. 

C:  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you 
 have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. 
 Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may pro-
 claim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in  
 the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

*BLESSING 

V: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, 
 so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, 
 through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 
C:   Amen. 

 
*SENDING SONG        “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”         LBW 320 

 

*DISMISSAL  

V:  Go in peace. Christ is near. 

C:   Thanks be to God.  

 
 

 From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.   
 All hymns reprinted by permission under OneLicense.Net #255604 expires 3/5/2022,  CCLI #2641942 Size B expires 5/31/2022. 
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Sermon Notes      November 28, 2021      Vicar Mike Faust 

Luke 21:25-36:  “

Title:  “Find Life in Waiting” 

1.  Do you like to be in control of what, where, when, and how things are  
 going to happen, or are you okay to go with the flow? 

 
2.  What is going to happen according to the text? 

 
3.  What are we NOT to do?  

 
4.  What is happening now? 

 
5.  What are we to do? 

 
 

 

 

This week I invite you to ... Find life in Waiting! 
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Worship Assistants 

    Lector  Ushers   Altar Guild 

  J  Bettina McBeth —   Harold & Kathy Stoner 

 C Cindy Baugher —    

 B  Kathy Singley    Kathy Singley 

Happy Birthday! 

November 28: November 30: 
Chris Baugher Matthew Bayles 

December 1: 
Wanda Walter 

PARISH MEETINGS: 

All meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. unless otherwise stated. 

 Bethlehem Council Mon., December 13  

 Internship Committee Tues., December 14, at Bethlehem 

 Christ Council Tues., December 21, in fellowship room 

ON-LINE SUNDAY WORSHIP 

Altar Flowers:   J/C/B:   To the Glory of God 

WEEKLY DEADLINE FOR BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS 

As a reminder, items for the bulletin should be received at the church 

office by Wednesday noon for that week’s Sunday Bulletin. 
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 REMINDER FROM VICAR MIKE 

 I continue to have open office hours Tuesdays and Thursdays 

from 12-4 pm.  Please stop by ANY TIME to visit, to chat, or just to 

say Hi!  My official day off is Friday, but I am still available for  

emergencies. 

For all your pastoral needs, please contact Vicar Mike Faust  

at 717-965-3854 or email him at mfaust@uls.edu. 

BLESSING BOXES:  NOTE ON SAFETY WITH FOOD ITEMS 

Due to food safety concerns, only factory sealed packaging  should be put in the box. 

* Be aware of glass items that might break or FREEZE. 

* Do not leave items OUTSIDE the box.    * Please note the EXPIRATION DATES on items donated. 

“THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE DONATED!” 

“THANK YOU!” 

Bethlehem Lutheran Church Friends and Family and Vicar Mike, 

    Special thanks to all for the prayers, cards, and food during my recov-

ery from my accident.  Also, to the Care & Share Committee for all the 

“Thinking of You” and “Birthday Cards”. 

    The support given to my family and visits from Vicar Mike were all 

greatly appreciated. 
 

 – Mary Peters & Family 

JOIN US FOR THE NEXT MEETING OF ‘CARE AND SHARE’ 

All are welcome and no talent is necessary for this special ministry! 

Next Meeting:  MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29th, at 1 pm at Bethlehem 

mailto:mfaust@uls.edu


20 

 

Bendersville Lutheran Parish’s 

4th Annual LIVE NATIVITY 

Come and See  JOHN 1:39 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11th, 2021 
5:00 pm-7:00 pm 

 

There will be animals, hot chocolate, goodie bags, and carols! 

Where?  At the Bethlehem Lutheran Church parking lot.  All are invited! 

We will be having a 
Healing Service on December 12th  

as part of our Sunday Worship. 
 

 God’s healing power was made flesh in Jesus. He is 
health and salvation to the world. The ministry of 
healing does not replace the Gifts of God that come 
through science. The church celebrates these gifts as well as offering a 
reminder of the presence of God in our trials and triumphs. 
 We will offer a chance to receive a physical gesture of healing with  
prayer, or just prayer for healing as part of our service on December 12th. 
 Please join us and invite anyone you feel could benefit from the  
reassurance of Jesus presence in our lives. 

  FUNERAL SERVICE FOR HAROLD GARRETSON   

 Bethlehem member, Harold Garretson, passed away on Wednesday,  
November 24th.  The funeral service for Harold will be held at Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church on Saturday, December 4th, with a viewing from 10 am  
to 11 am and the funeral service to begin at 11 am. 
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 SPIRITRUST LUTHERAN, THE VILLAGE AT GETTYSBURG NEEDS YOUR HELP! 

    SpiriTrust Lutheran, The Village at Gettysburg is seeking help in providing a  
special Christmas for their residents.  They are asking for $15.00 Gift Cards from 
Walmart.  If you would like to help in this effort, please purchase the Gift Card and 
give it to Vicki Cuttitta by Sunday, December 5, 2021.  All parishioners are encour-
aged to participate.  Please call Vicki Cuttitta at 717-486-4845 or 717-448- 
0366 if having questions or needing Vicki to pick up your gift card. 

 ADOPT A FAMILY PROGRAM  

    Bethlehem has again pledged to sponsor 10 Children in the ADOPT A FAMILY program 
of the Adams Rescue Mission.  Other help is needed to support the entire family in this 
effort.  If  you would like to make a financial donation, you can send a check by mail di-
rectly to “Adams Rescue Mission,” 2515 York Road, Gettysburg, PA 17325 with “Adopt 
A Family” in the memo line.  If you would like to donate directly for items to be pur-
chased for the children, please see Vicki Cuttitta. 

ARM asks … “Please pray and donate the amount the Lord lays on your heart. 
            He will multiply whatever you give if you give it in His name.” 

SERVICES FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 
 During Advent, our Thursday evening worship at 6:30 pm will be based 

on the themes of Hope, Joy, Peace, and Love. 

 We will be having a Family Christmas Eve Service at Christ (Aspers) 

on December 24th at 7 pm. 

 At 9 pm at Bethlehem (Bendersville) on December 24th, we will have a 

Traditional Service. 

 On Sunday, December 26th, we will have a Combined Service at St. 

James (Wenksville) at 10 am. 
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INTERNSHIP COMMITTEE 
We continue to thank our internship committee for their many hours  
of behind-the-scenes work and discussions to make our internship program  
a success.  The parish’s Internship Support Committee includes Chris Cooley  
(C) - Committee Chair, Julie Haller (C), Carol Rex (SJ), Harold Stoner (SJ), Chris 
Cuttitta (B) and Nancy Miller (B).  Please keep them in your prayers. 

Hey, Kids! … See What’s Cookin’ on December 15th! 

 All Preschoolers through 6th Graders are invited to Trinity Lutheran Church, 38 North 
High Street, Arendtsville, for the monthly What’s Cookin’ program to be held on 
Wednesday, December 15th, from 6 to 7:30 pm!  The youth will gather for a fun evening 
to include a light meal; a lesson of a favorite Bible story, such as the Isra-
elites in Egypt, Moses and the Burning Bush, Crossing of the Red Sea, 
Baby Jesus, and more; and also games and crafts.  (Masks are required for 

Contact Ellie Vranich at 717-677-4431 or evranich@comcast.net to 
RSVP or if having questions or wanting to assist with a meal. 

Parish Project continues ... 

Soup Collection for John’s Meals! 

 All three churches of our parish continue to collect 10.75-oz. Cans of Con-
densed Tomato and Chicken Noodle Soups Only for the John’s Meals program.  
As Christmas approaches and we think of God’s precious gift to us, Jesus – 
the Christ child, let us give to those in need, especially the children of our 
community, while giving thanks to God for all that He has given to us. 

 As John’s Meals has seen the cost of food slowly tick upward this year and 
with the expansion of the program to include more children in the 
Upper Adams School District, your support to provide cans of soup 
would be appreciated so that the children of our area will have some-
thing warm to eat throughout this 2021-2022 school year.  Thank you 
for your support!  (Monetary donations are also acceptable.) 
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Thursday Night 

Pizza-Worship-Group Session 

“Come JUST As You Are!” 

We invite you to join us on Thursday, December 2nd, 
for our next Thursday night gathering! 

It is at the Bendersville church – Bethlehem.  

We meet in the Sunday school area for a pizza meal. ...   
That’s right!  Dinner is on us at 6:00 pm! 

During Advent, worship will be based  
on the themes of Hope, Joy, Peace, and Love  

that mark each week of Advent.  

At 6:30, worship continues with guitar music and  
open prayer time. There will be reflection on the Advent themes.  

If you have not joined us yet, I hope you will take the time this Advent  
season to come and worship with us as we await the 

coming of our Lord and Savior in all His glory. 

We continue with our Give 6 Months to God study  
sessions after worship at 7:00 pm or so.  All are invited  

to join us for this weekly parish Bible study. 

You can come and go as you please for any part!! 

We do ask that you let Vicar Mike know each week  
via email (mfaust@uls.edu), phone call/text (717-965-3854),  

or sign-up sheet in church if you are going to attend 
the pizza meal – just so we can order enough. 

We will order some extra pizza just in case!!! 
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    Friends of the Parish 

Jean Behney 
Fay Black 
Bev Bretzman 
Ivan Bretzman 
Jeanne Cuttitta 
Helen Daniels 
Sue Garretson 
Allen Gorman 
 
 
 
 

Cindy Pitzer Heller 
 Jeannette Kime 
Pastor Bob McEllroy 
Barb Mahoney 
Emily Maiolo  
Danielle Martin 
Diane Myers 
Toby Pancake 
 
 
 
 

Zach Pelc 
Brian Reed 
Ginny Rinehart 
Jim Rodgers 
Kevin Sanders 
Ruth Showers 
Sharon Simpson 
 

With Deepest Sympathy 

We extend our sympathy and prayers to the families of those who have  
died in the faith and who are now at rest with their eternal Father  

(our saints who have gone before us):  

Ginger Eckenrode, Harold Garretson,  
James Patterson, Sr. and Viola Taylor 

            Prayer List  - Parish Members 

Kay Black j 
Ruth Bretzman b 
Mary Chronister b 
Shelvey Dugan b 
Joyce Eicholtz j 
Tina Fillmann j 
Ed Fletcher b 
 
 

Steve (Buzz) Haller c 
Wahnettah Harvey c 
Diane Heller c 
John Heller c 
James Hollabaugh b 
Pete McCauslin j 
Jim McGraw c 
 
 

Mary Peters b 
Dan Turner c 
Mike Wolfe c 
Our Parish Call Committee: 
Karen j, Jayne j,  
Cindy c, Larry c,  
Chris b, and Laura b 


